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Introduction 

Á Pepco has recently completed an evaluation of environmental 

conditions at the Benning Road Facility and adjacent portions 

of the Anacostia River. 

Á This evaluation is known as Remedial Investigation (RI). 

Á After the investigation phase, Pepco will evaluate possible 

clean up actions.  This phase is known as Feasibility Study 

(FS).  

Á Pepco agreed to undertake this work in accordance with a 

court-approved consent decree with the District Department of 

Energy & Environment (DOEE). The consent decree was 

approved by the Federal District Court in December 2011.  

Á DOEE is overseeing Pepcoôs work and is soliciting public input 

and comments during the RI/FS process.  
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Where are we in the RI/FS Process? 

RI/FS Work Plan approved by DOEE (Dec 2012) 

Phase 1 Field Investigation (Jan 2013 ï Dec 2014) 

Draft RI Report (Feb 2016) 

Phase 2 Field Investigation (Dec 2016 ï July 2018) 

Draft Final RI Report (September 2019) 

Treatability Study 

Feasibility Study 

Remedy Selection 

Comment Period:           

8/17/12 ï 9/28/12           

Public Meeting: 

9/15/12 

Todayôs Meeting 

11/2/19   

P
u
b
lic

  
In

p
u

t 

Comment Period:           

3/1/16 ï 4/18/16          

Public Meeting: 4/2/16 

Update Meeting: 3/2/13 
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Why are we here? 

Â DOEE has released the Draft Final RI Report for public 

comment: https://doee.dc.gov/page/pepco-benning-road-facility-plans-

and-deliverables 

Â These documents are also available on Benning Service Center 

website: http://benningservicecenter.com/benning-consent-

decree/documents.aspx 

Â Hard copies are available for review at five public libraries 

(Francis A. Gregory, Deanwood Public Library, Dorothy 

Height/Benning Library, Anacostia Library and Rosedale Library) 

Â Purpose of todayôs meeting is to discuss findings from:  

Å Field investigation activities (sampling and analysis);  

Å Baseline human health risk assessment; 

Å Baseline ecological risk assessment; and 

Å Next Steps 

Public comment period: October  04 ï November 18, 2019 
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Benning Road Facility 

 Á Pepco has operated this facility for more than 100 years.  The facility 

is currently home to the Benning Service Center, which supports 

Pepco's operation of its electric transmission and distribution system. 

Á The facility historically housed a power generating station.  The 

generating station was shut down in June 2012 and was completely 

demolished by May 2015. 

 

Pepco Benning  

Road Facility 

Outfall 013 

Outfall 101 

DC DPW Solid Waste 

Transfer Facility 

NPS Maintenance Yard 

Parkside  

Community 
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RI/FS Objectives 

Â The purpose of the RI/FS is to answer the following:  

1. What are the environmental conditions on the Benning site and the 

adjacent portion of the Anacostia River? 

2. Did past or present operations at the Benning site cause or contribute to 

these conditions? 

3. Do these conditions pose any unacceptable risks to human health and 

the environment? 

4. If so, what are the appropriate cleanup options or other actions to 

address such risks?  

Á The RI Report addresses the first three questions. (Todayôs 

focus)  

Á The FS Report will address the fourth question. (Following final 

approval of the RI Report) 

RI/FS is a phased process requiring regulatory review  

and approvals each step of the way. 
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Investigation Summary 

Á We have conducted an extensive investigation of the Benning site 

and adjacent segment of the River, including field sampling, 

laboratory analysis, detailed data evaluation, and human health 

and ecological risk assessments.   

Á The investigation has identified some areas of contamination at the 

site and in the River sediments consistent with the historical 

industrial use of the Benning site and other sites along the River, 

and the general urban character of the surrounding area.     

Á There is unacceptable risk from fish consumption over an 

extended period of time. Otherwise, the site conditions do not 

present any immediate health risk to people who live, work, or 

recreate in the area. 

Á Next, we will proceed to identify and evaluate potential cleanup 

options and other actions as necessary to ensure there are no long 

term risks to human health or the environment as a result of 

Pepcoôs activities at the site. 
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Remedial Investigation Overview 
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Regional Context 

Á The Anacostia River begins in 

Bladensburg, MD, at the 

confluence of the Northwest 

Branch and the Northeast Branch. 

Á It flows a distance of 

approximately 8.4 miles and joins 

the Potomac River. 

Á DOEE has identified 15 Potential 

Environmental Cleanup Sites 

(PECS) along the River. 

Á Pepco Benning Road Site is one 

of these 15 PECS.  

Á For addition information visit 

https://doee.dc.gov/release/public-

comment-period-remedial-

investigation-report-anacostia-

river-sediment-project  
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Upstream 
Sampling Extent 

Downstream 
Sampling Extent Benning Study Area 

Waterside 

Investigation Area 

Landside 

Investigation Area 

DC DPW Solid Waste 

Transfer Facility 

NPS Maintenance Yard 

Pepco Benning  

Road Facility 

Parkside  

Community 

River Terrace  

Community 

Outfall 013 

Outfall 101 


